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 A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

4 days, 9 hours, 16 
minutes and 31 seconds to go. 
What do you mean I have to wait?  
I  was  not  born  with  patience,  it’s  
needs  to  be  RIGHT  NOW!  …  
OK, RIGHT NOW! … Dang it, 
why can’t we hunt year round? 
Oh yea, conservation and smart 
management is what has grown 
the Oklahoma Deer herd to one of 
the best in the country! OK, I can 
wait a few more days to the 2013 
Whitetail opener but it’s not 
going to be easy  

For those of you who 
haven’t graduated to bow hunting, there has never been a better 
time to jump onboard. Today’s equipment makes it possible for 
everyone to use a bow with skill and I will tell you straight up, it is 
fun too  I know I have told the story before but it’s worth 
repeating. A few years ago my wife and I were sitting around the 
PC’s one Sept evening. She mentioned, looking over her screen to 
me, that if we learned to shoot bows we could start deer hunting 
Oct 1 instead of late Nov. Down to H & H we went the next day 
and were  throwing darts  at  10  yards  in  10  minutes  each.  As  they  
say, the rest is history and we hunt from Mid Sept to Late Jan in a 
few  states.  Tags  are  easier  to  get  for  bow  too  and  even  if  your  
shoulder is shot, grab a cross bow and lets go, same laws for bow 
and cross bow in Oklahoma. 

This  year  I  was  lucky enough to  additionally  draw a  tag  
for the legendary McAlester traditional bow hunt. No wheels 
(that’s what traditionalists call compound bow users, “bow hunters 
with training wheels”), no sights, no GPS, range finder or 
electronics of any sort. Just wood, string and arrows. I sure hope I 
have gained some skill over the years, tricking one of the smartest, 
most frustrating to hunt, creatures on earth to come with-in 15 
yards  is  going  to  be  tough.   To  go  from  rifle  hunting  where  
anything I  got  in  the  scope  went  to  the  freezer,  to  having to  play  
the  wind,  be  super  silent  and  to  basically  stretch  my  arms  wide  
with  a  whitetail  standing  10  yards  away  has  sure  changed  my  
hunting styles and oh what a rush it is!!  Speaking of draws, I got 
Antelope and Deer in Wyoming too so I’d better get a bigger 
freezer  

None  of  this  compares  to  Brother  Josh’s  adventures  in  
Africa but they will do for me this year. Check out one of Josh’s 
stories  later  in  this  issue.  He  is  doing  the  real  deal.  Not  just  
sightseeing and hunting, but researching and documenting the 
African  landscape.   I  cannot  stress  how  important  it  is  for  us  to  
keep a sharp eye and a hand in Africa conservation and everything 
about it. We all have dreamed about the going to the dark continent 
“little trivia – why is it called “The Dark Continent” ? 

http://oklahomastationsci.org

http://facebook.com/OklahomaStationSCI 

editor@oklahomastationsci.org 

Contrary to what people might think, the name 'Dark 
Continent' was not given to Africa because of the color of the 
people living there, but because of the mystery that surrounded the 
place back when the Europeans visited there. Not much was 
known of the African lands, but they were known to be harsh and 
dangerous places and only brave explorers dared to go there. 

The great land also was the topic of “The Ladies of 
OSSCI” Wine and Pallet night. See some of the fun and pictures 
later on as well and ladies, get a call into Judy and make sure your 
membership is up to date so you don’t miss the next event  

The Ladies really DO know how to Paint 

Well, it’s now 4 days, 4 hours, 16 minutes and 12 
seconds  till  opener  so  I  better  wrap  this  up.  See  you  all  in  the  
woods folks and with our ST being digital, drop a copy on your 
cell phone and give it some serious reading in your deer stand. 

See ya in the woods and GOOD LUCK TO ALL – it’s the 
year of the trophies!! Network Larry 

 

Sundown in Tsavo - By Josh Jones
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CONSERVATION 

Kenya and Tanzania 
 The difference between 

conservation and preservation 
September 14, 2013 

 

There is something about the Dark Continent 
that gets into your blood. Once you have set foot on 
her soils you cannot help but feel the need to return to 
her again and again.  This has certainly been true for 
me. After my first trip to Africa I was hooked.  Beautiful 
landscapes set the background for a kaleidoscope of 
cultures. However, these pale in comparison to the 
continents diversity of wildlife. No other continent is 
home to as many different species of big game. Africa 
never has been nor ever will be an Eden though.  
Humans and wildlife are often at odds, causing many 
problems for conservation efforts. Some countries 
have been very successful in reconciling conservation 
with the needs of local people while others have failed. 
There is no better illustration of this than the East 
African countries of Kenya and Tanzania.  

For years I have heard conflicting reports of 
these two countries. Most sources I found, some from 
popular literature and others in scientific publications, 
stated that Tanzania’s wildlife has thrived while 
Kenya’s has declined significantly after the 1977 ban of 
hunting in Kenya. There are many reports that state 
the opposite as well, though these are mainly funded 
or published by anti-hunting organizations so a level of 
bias can be assumed. As I had just graduated from 
Oklahoma State with a Bachelor’s of Science in Natural 
Resource Ecology and Management (wildlife ecology 
and management), I decided to put my degree to the 
test and see for myself. 

Two weeks after graduation my wife and I 
found ourselves in Nairobi, Kenya embarking on 
another adventure in the Dark Continent. During our 
three weeks here we visited several parks in both 
Kenya and Tanzania. I also had the fortune of 
interviewing professionals from the fields of wildlife 
conservation, anti-poaching, and wildlife tourism. I 
kept detailed notes from these interviews along with 
my own observations of wildlife to make this as 
scientific as possible. The following is a summary of 
what I saw and the conclusions I have drawn from my 
observations.  

I will start with my observations of Kenya as 
this is where my journey began. The people of Kenya 
were certainly among the friendliest people I have ever 
met. Our guides went above and beyond to help us 
spot wildlife and make sure we enjoyed ourselves. 
Wildlife populations in Kenya were abysmal. Except for 
small mammals like dik-dik and warthog we did not see 
much during our time in Kenya. Most of the wildlife 
viewings were of birds and I must say that birding is 
Kenya’s saving grace. Without this abundance of birds 
Kenya’s tourism industry would likely die out. In Kenya 
we visited Tsavo National Park; the maneless lions 
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from this region have been immortalized in Col. 
Patterson’s account of the man-eaters of Tsavo. 

 

 Our guide through Tsavo, William, was actually 
attending the University of Nairobi studying wildlife. As 
he was preparing to graduate soon and I had just 
received my degree we instantly  hit  it  off  and he was 
more than happy to discuss wildlife conservation 
issues with me much more openly than he would with 
any other client. This allowed me to get a glimpse into 
the mindset of conservation professionals in Kenya. 
William  spoke  of  how  hard  Kenya  had  been  hit  by  
poaching. Most people have heard about current 
poaching pandemic for elephant ivory and rhino horn. 
Like the rest of Africa Kenya has suffered from this. But 
another form of poaching that has been even more 
harmful to Kenya’s wildlife is the bush meat industry. 
This is poaching of game mainly by locals around the 
parks to feed their own families and possibly for sell or 
trade to get other necessary goods. Along with 
poaching pressure wildlife in Kenya, particularly 
predators,  are  persecuted  as  they  pose  a  threat  to  
cattle.  

 

 

 

The current system of wildlife management and 
ecotourism in Kenya does very little to address these 
issues. Local people are not allowed to hunt for food 
and they are not compensated for any damages 

caused by wildlife. This leads many of them to resent 
the wildlife and fuels further poaching. While tourism
brings some business to these areas the locals receive 
very little benefit; almost all of the money from 
tourism goes to the tour company, lodges, or 
government. It is not surprising that wildlife would 
suffer under a system like this as it has no value to 
local people. William believes that well regulated 
hunting could help turn the tide for Kenya’s wildlife as 
it could generate funding for conservation efforts and 
provide some direct benefits to local people, primarily 
in the form of red meat. These benefits could bring 
value back to Kenya’s wildlife and ensure the survival 
of the magnificent animals that call this country home.  

The only place in Kenya where we saw decent 
wildlife populations was at the Lewa Conservancy. 
However, this area is operated in a drastically different 
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manner than the rest of Kenya. Lewa is a privately 
owned conservancy, which is completely fenced. The 
conservancy employs a rigorous anti-poaching team 
equipped with superior technology than the average 
game ranger. The operation of Lewa requires a 
massive amount of funding, which again is an 
advantage that Lewa has as a private organization 
rather than a government funded park. The 
conservancy makes most of this money through 
ecotourism. The wildlife here is their lifeblood and as 
such they reinvest the bulk of their income to 
conserving their wildlife and paying for the mentioned 
anti-poaching efforts.  

Tanzania on the other hand does not seem to 
have a problem with funding even in its public parks. 
During  my  research  I  spoke  with  several  Tanzanian  
outfitters. Tanzanian lion hunts start around $70,000, 
half of which is government fees and taxes. A full bag 
safari for plains game can easily exceed $100,000. 
Thanks to these funds roads are well maintained, game 
rangers seem to be doing a better job of preventing 
poaching (though poaching is still a problem here like 
anywhere else in Africa), and most importantly wildlife 
is thriving. Traveling through Tanzania’s parks one 
could easily see that the ecosystems were intact and 
healthy. Elephants were not as badly overpopulated as 
I have seen in South Africa, prey species could be 
found in massive herds (it was not uncommon to find 

herds of thousands of wildebeest or hundreds of 
buffalo), and a variety of predators ranging from 
jackals to lions were present in healthy numbers.  

To  drive  this  point  home  I  would  like  to  
compare  the  numbers  of  a  few  key  species  I  saw  for  
Kenya and Tanzania. To do so I will look at impalas (as 
a common prey species), lions as a top predator, 
jackals as small predator and scavenger, and elephants 
as they are an iconic species of Africa. Throughout all 
of Kenya we only observed 3 jackals, 18 impala, 45 
elephants, and 0 lions (although tracks were found on 
one occasion and our guide spotted a lion heading into 
cover while in Nairobi national park but I did not 
personally see it). Tanzania’s Lake Manyara National 
Park  alone  beat  most  of  these  numbers  and  we  only  
had a half day game drive here. For all of the 
Tanzanian parks, except for the Serengeti, we saw 83 
elephants, 9 jackals,  361 impala, and 5 lions. The 
Serengeti National Park of Tanzania and the Maasai 
Mara of Kenya are one ecosystem throughout which 
the animals migrate so I assume the species 
composition should be the same throughout both of 
them. Unfortunately I was unable to visit the Mara to 
confirm this though so I have removed the Serengeti 
from  my  analysis  to  prevent  any  claims  of  
observational bias.  

What has happened in Kenya proves that 
wildlife must be of some value to local people if it is to 
survive. This can only be obtained through sustainable 
use practices such as hunting. A few animals are 
removed from the population in order to benefit the 
rest of the population and locals. Often these are the 
oldest males as they are the biggest trophies. These 
are  usually  beyond  their  prime  and  of  little  use  in  
breeding anyway. With all this in mind it is obvious 
how hunting can be a major benefit to conservation 
efforts not just in Africa, but around the world.   
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In the words of President Theodore Roosevelt: 

"In  a  civilized  and  cultivated  country  
wild  animals  only continue to exist  at  
all when preserved by sportsmen. The 
excellent people who protest against 
all hunting, and consider sportsmen 
as enemies of wild life, are ignorant of 
the fact that in reality the genuine 
sportsman  is  by  all  odds  the  most  
important factor in keeping the larger 
and more valuable wild creatures from 
total extermination." 

Joshua Jones:  
Oklahoma Station SCI Board of Directors 
Lifetime Member #08891 
 

A Note from the Board: 

  We are EXTREAMLY PROUD to call  Josh a fellow board 
member of our Oklahoma Chapter of Safari Club as well 
as a friend!  While reading his latest stories from “The 
Dark Continent” I was taken back to the stories and tales 
I grew up on and somewhere along the way I hit a 
realization, the past is here and he is sitting right next to 
me. 

Most  people  go  to  Africa  to  hunt  big  game,  our  troll  
through the tourist spots. Not Josh, he goes to back pack 
across the country, interviewing folks, checking out stats 
and digging deep into the issues and conservation topics 
of that great country.    Then he comes back and tackles 
those topics head on in detail and with solid, unedited 
data. Josh is my hero for sure! 

Josh is writing up the continent and its issues as well and 
probably more informed than those great writers of past 
generations. With today’s technology, the data gathering 
is much faster and in some ways more accurate.  Believe 
me folks when I say, these documents will be part of our 
history and will be used in some level of the futures 
review. 

Thanks again Josh for doing what we all wish we could 
and  for  documenting  it  so  we  can  all  be  part  of  that  
landscape and hopefully so the current generations and 
beyond can learn and act correctly for our animal 
kingdom!  

The Oklahoma Station Chapter of Safari Club 
International Board of Directors 
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Barrett Jackson was the Junior Division winner 
in last year’s OSCSCI / ODWC Essay Contest 
earning him an Apprentice Hunter Scholarship 
at the Y.O. ranch in Mountain Home TX.   
Congratulations on your success Barrett!! 

My  experience  at  the  Y.O.  ranch  was  amazing.  I  
learned a lot.  Some of the many things I learned was 
camping, caping and quartering, and learning about the 
different exotic animals at the Y.O. We also learned about 
judging animals in the field and managing the herds. One 
day we went on a camp out. I had a lot of fun. At the camp 
out I learned how to make a hobo pack.  

 The morning after the camp out I went on the hunt 
for my ram. We were driving for maybe ten minutes and we 
saw him. I told my guide I wanted to shoot him. So I went 
and  got  set  up.  The  first  shot  was  a  good  shot.  But  he  
walked about 70 yards and stopped to give me another 
shot. I shot and dropped him. It was a really exciting 
moment. 

 I  am  very  appreciative  of  this  opportunity  to  go  to  
the Y.O. ranch and harvest a ram. My time spent at the Y.O. 
Ranch is an experience I will never forget. 

-Barrett Jackson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oklahoma National Archery in Schools Program Winners 

 

 

Courtney Maichak with her Pronghorn

Courtney Maichak was the Senior Division 
winner in last year’s OSCSCI / ODWC Essay 
Contest earning her a guided Antelope hunt in 
New Mexico. Congratulations on your success 
Courtney!! 
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SUPPORT OUR OKLAHOMA TAXIDERMISTS! 
  THEY SUPPORT MANY OF OUR SCI PROJECTS, 
  INCLUDING HUNTS FOR MILITARY VETERANS. 

The Oklahoma Taxidermists Association is a non-profit organization  
striving to better the art of taxidermy and to further educate our  
members.  Membership normally ranges from 100 to 150 members  
yearly.  Members meet quarterly for informative seminars, workshops  
and competitions.  Each summer the association hosts its annual  
convention and competition where taxidermy competitors come from  
Oklahoma and surrounding states to compete, learn and enjoy  
fellowship.  It is truly one of the best state conventions currently  
being held.  Each spring the association offers its members an all-day  
workshop with one of the industry’s leading taxidermists in specific  
fields.  The OKTA offers a certification program in 8 different  
categories.  Annual membership is $25.00 for an individual and  
$30.00 for a family.  Lifetime membership is $300.00.  The members of  
the Oklahoma Taxidermists Association welcome you to join our great  
association.  Please take time to check out our events and click your  
way through our website.

http://www.oklahomataxidermistsassociation.com/ 
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....the better mousetrap?   I 
think yes!!  
This is the best mousetrap I have ever used, 5 gal 
bucket with a gal of RV antifreeze dumped in the 
bottom, 
  
plastic bottle with a coat hanger thru it and some 
peanut butter on the middle of the bottle. 
  
Lean a board up against the side and it works all 
year without checking it and no smell 
  
Redneck Mouse Trap 
I love rednecks, they are the most ingenious group of 
people I have ever seen. 

Redneck Mouse 
Trap 
 

 

 

 

I think every human should get a chance to read 
this. Therefore, I am sending it on. 
"Dogs Welcome" 
A man wrote a letter to a small hotel in 
a Midwest town he planned to visit on 
his vacation. 
He wrote: I would very much like to 
bring my dog with me.  
He is well-groomed 
And very well behaved. 
Would you be willing to permit me to 
keep him in my room with me at 
night?"
An immediate reply came from the 
hotel owner, who wrote: 
SIR: "I've been operating this hotel for 
many years. In all that time, I've never 
had a dog steal towels, bedclothes, 
silverware or pictures off the walls. 
I've never had to evict a dog in the 
middle of the night for being drunk and 
disorderly.  
And I've never had a dog run out on a 
hotel bill.
Yes, indeed, your dog is welcome at 
my hotel.  
And, if your dog will vouch for you, 
you're welcome to stay here, too."
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Now THIS is a Story for the Ages!! 

Forester Jason Good was surveying timber in Meigs County , 
Ohio , on November 12 when he stumbled upon a bizarre 
sight that made the hair on the back of his neck stand up: In 
a waist-deep pool of Leading Creek, nose-to-nose like fish 
on a stringer, floated three whitetail deer. Good spotted the 
deer from a distance and, at first, thought it was a single 
carcass. “It was close to the road, and I figured somebody 
had poached a deer,” he recalls. Even after a second look 
revealed two deer, he was about to walk away. 

 
“I see dead deer in the woods all the time,” explains Good, 
who measures timber for a lumber company. “I almost 
ignored it until I looked again and saw it was three deer.” 
From the creek bank he realized he’d found “something 
special” — not just three deer, but three bucks that 
appeared to have locked antlers. 
 
“I sat there 20 minutes just looking at them, totally amazed, 
and it took that long to sink in what I was looking at,” Good 
says. “I thought, ‘If this is really what I think this is then I 
cannot screw this up.’ I wanted to make sure everything 
was done by the book so the landowner got to keep these 
horns.” Good called the landowner, Brien Burke. “He said, 
‘Brien, I’ve found something on your property I’ve never 
seen before, and you’ve got to see it,’” Burke recalls. “I’m 
thinking a murder, a meth lab, who knows? I said, ‘Jason, 
just tell me what it is.’ He says, ‘It’s three bucks locked up 
and they’re floating dead in your creek.’” Burke couldn’t 
believe it. “I could see two, but three? I asked if he was sure 
and he said, 'Yes.' I drove down and met him. They were 
floating in the creek almost like three petals of a flower or 
something.” He reached out to an old college buddy who 

worked for the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. He 
advised Burke not to touch the deer and put him in contact 
with Joshua Shields, the ODNR conservation officer for 
Meigs County . Shields was too busy to examine the scene 
until the following Monday. “It was the peak of the rut, and 
I knew there’d be a lot of hunters in the field,” Burke says. 
He kept the find quiet and maintained a close eye on his 
property until Monday rolled around.  

 

On Monday, Burke assembled his salvage team at the site, a 
farm where he and his father built a hunting lodge in 1974 
and where they’ve hunted ever since. fter examining the 
scene, which included extensive evidence of the bucks’ 
battle royale, Officer Shields determined the find was legit, 
and the salvage operation began. The best way to untangle 
the pileup, Burke and Shields decided, was to sever the 
heads of two of the deer and remove their bodies; then the 
third deer would be removed intact, with the racks of the 
first two bucks still locked in its antlers. 
 
“All three of the bodies were 200 pounds plus,” Burke says. 
“No way were we going to move them all together, and my 
top priority was to preserve the integrity of the lock.” 

 
Burke’s friend Chris Davis waded into the water and zip-tied 
the antlers together as a precaution. Davis prepared to 
begin sawing as Burke and Shields watched. After removing 
the bodies of the first two deer, Burke and Shields (joined 
by logger Bobby Thompson, left, and forester Jason Good, 
right) waited for Davis to pull the last buck—with the heads 
of its rivals still attached—from the creek. As Davis lifted the 
mass of horns above the water, the crew got their first 
inkling of just how remarkable a find this was. “I knew it was 

http://www.fieldandstream.com/photos/gallery/hunting/deer-hunting/2010/12/triple-tragedy-three-bucks-drown-antlers-locked?photo=20


something special, but I don’t think any of us knew how 
special until we lifted them out of the water,” Good says. “It 
was hard to judge the racks all tangled up under water; I 
thought they were three scrawny deer locked together. 
When they came up out of the water it made the hair on 
back of my neck stand up again. Holy cow!” The combatants 
turned out to be an 11-pointer, a 10-pointer and a 7-pointer 
with an eighth broken tine. Official Boone & Crockett scorer 
Jack Satterfield took on the daunting task of putting 
together a green score for the three intertwined racks. All 
together they tallied more than 400 inches of bone. The 11-
pointer (whose main beam is in the foreground here) green 
scored 168 4/8 gross, 156 0/8 net. The 10-pointer grossed 
138 4/8, and netted 136 2/8 green, while the 7-pointer 
grossed 119 0/8 and netted 108 1/8. So what happened? 
Burke, who has probably spent more time than anyone 
poring over the puzzle of intertwined beams and tines, has 

a 

theory. “Looking at the horns, it looks like the 7- and the 11-
pointer were battling and only one side of their horns were 
locked,” he says. “Then the 10-pointer came in on the 
opposite side, and his main beam went around the base of 
each one of the other two deer’s antlers and his tines went 
up on the inside of their beams and locked them all three 
together.” Damage to the creek bank and gouge marks on 
trees suggest the bucks locked up 50 yards downstream, 
then struggled together along the bank—half in and half out 
of the shallow water—until one of the bucks toppled into 

the deep hole where the deer were found “I think one deer 
hit that hole and pulled the other deer into the water and 
they all drowned together,” Burke says. “Drowning was 
probably a good thing. The coyotes would have been on 
them in no time. I imagine they died full force, adrenaline 
flowing, battling it out.” “But there’s also a certain sadness 
that the lives of three nice bucks just ended like that. Three 
deer that any hunter would have put on the wall and told 
stories about.”  

 

A find at once so gruesome and awe-inspiring provokes the 
imagination of even the most objective wildlife observers. It 
vividly illustrates the intensity of the drive behind the 
whitetail rut, and reminds us just how high are the stakes, 
how intense the drive to breed for mature bucks. Wildlife 
biologists are taught that anthropomorphism—endowing 
the animals they study with human qualities—is not good 
science. Yet, says Mike Tonkovich, deer project leader for 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, “I can’t help 
wondering what was that third buck thinking? Whatever 
possessed him to get engaged when the two were already 
entangled?” It’s a thought that Burke echoes. “Three alpha 
bucks coming together at once, I just can’t imagine how 
brutal that must have been,” he says. “It’s kind of neat to 
see evolution right there in front of you,” says Tonkovich. 

http://www.fieldandstream.com/photos/gallery/hunting/deer-hunting/2010/12/triple-tragedy-three-bucks-drown-antlers-locked?photo=26#node-1001378178
http://www.fieldandstream.com/photos/gallery/hunting/deer-hunting/2010/12/triple-tragedy-three-bucks-drown-antlers-locked?photo=26#node-1001378178


“This is Darwin stuff, what we learned in biology 101—those 
that are strongest and smartest will do the breeding. In 
today’s deer management world, our interest is in 
population dynamics or growing big bucks and age 
structures and so forth, but this takes you back to the basics 
of deer behavior and, even more simply, evolution and 
Darwin’s theory of natural selection. 
 
"What you’re seeing here is one buck trying to convince 
another that I need to pass my genes on and I’m gonna do 
what it takes to make sure it happens. This is a 
manifestation of that drive.” It’s also a reminder that 
sometimes the strongest don’t survive. 
 
“They didn’t plan this very well, that’s for sure,” the 
biologist notes. “But that also adds some realism to the 
whole thing—that in spite of the sophistication of evolution 
there are hiccups that cause the system to fall apart.” “I 
guess it shows us how brutal Mother Nature can be," says 
Burke. "It’s no Bambi story.”  
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The Learning Center 

 
 

The Basic Rules to Bringing your Taxidermist a Mountable 
Trophy 

 
The Primary Rule – Take lots and lots of pictures from ALL 

angles and then take some more! 
 

Our feathered friend 
In all birds, handling is the most important thing. Do 

not grab them by the head or neck, only by the feet or for 
larger birds like turkeys, sitting on top of them while wings 
are flapping will prevent further damage to the feathers. 
Wipe off any excess blood and do not gut any bird.  After 
the bird is cleaned up, place in plastic bag enough to cover 
entire bird. Any bird with a large tail I recommend a 
cardboard shroud and bag wrapped around burden showed 
lightly and taped around bird several times. If you cannot 
bring it to your taxidermist, place bird in the freezer or on 
ice. Making sure it doesn't lay in the water in the bottom of 
the cooler. 
 

Fish 
A fish that is kept to mount should never be placed 

on a stringer or gutted. Wrap fish in a fairly wet towel and 
then place in a plastic bag. Make sure that the bag will cover 
the whole fish, and the fins are flat along the fish. Wrap 
tape around bag several times and place in freezer. If 
unable to take to your taxidermist this method will allow 
you to keep your trophy in the freezer for several months 
with no damage. If no freezer is unavailable, place on ice 
and make sure it doesn't lay in the water in the bottom of 
the cooler. 
 

Our four legged furry friends 
With all fur bearing animals, allowing the specimen 

to cool off before wrapping it in a bag is a must. With large 
animals such as bears, allow hide to cool then roll up, 
keeping the head on the outside, then place in plastic bag. 
Smaller animals such as coyote, fox, otter, etc. allow body 
to cool before wrapping it in a plastic bag. Do not gut the 
animal and clean off any excess blood before placing animal 
or hide in bag – this means skin it first, then do the 
processing for butchering, not at the same time. Wrap well 
and tape it tight. If you cannot bring it to your taxidermist, 
place animal in the freezer or on ice. Making sure it doesn't 
lay in the water in the bottom of the cooler. It is very 
important on fur bearing animals to keep cool if you cannot 
freeze. If not hair will slip and the specimen is lost.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tips 

Take photos even more so in fish 
 

In your destination look for local taxidermist to skin 
and freeze specimen before leaving on trip. 
 

Ask your outfitter about properly handling and 
getting a trophy back before leaving on trip. 
 

No tags in the ears. 
 

Check on proper tagging and regulations for 
bringing trophies home and across borders. 
 

Bring salt for packing trips and remote areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skinning 
There are two types of skin when it comes to life 

size, check with your taxidermist to see what they prefer. 



The Learning Center 

One cut that is used in all rugs. With the animal laying on its 
back and spread out like a snow angel; cut from the center 
of its chest down to the vent. Second cut each leg from the 
paws/hoofs down to the cut you just previously made. Cut 
off the feet or hoofs without cutting the skin, leave them 
attached. CAREFULLY, skin from bottom up to just behind 
the head. At the head, cut the meat down to the spine and 
with a little twisting the spine should spate. The second 
method is the dorsal cut. Have the animal on its belly, first 
cut behind the head down its spine all the way to a few 
inches from the tail. Skin down to the paws/hoofs and 
around neck. Again keeping paws/hoofs and head attached 
to the skin, then cut them off. 

 
 

Any shoulder Mount 3/4 or 1/2 
In all shoulders mounts when in doubt leave more 

hide, all taxidermist would rather cut off excess. Your first 
cut is too lay the shoulder straight up and down, measuring 
at least 12 inches behind front leg ( large animals such as 
moose and  buffalo add two feet.) Make a cut around entire 
animal. 

 
 
 
 
While facing the animal, your second cut is to insert 

your knife a few inches below the ear and follow the spine 
down to cut the previously made cut. Cut 12 inches down 
on the front legs and then around the entire leg. From the 
back of the front legs make a cut to the cut you just made, 
follow the back of the leg into armpit and continue to angle 
cut to the first cut you made (around the body). At this 
point skin the cape off up to the back of the head then cut 
the head off. There is no needed amount of meat to be left 
for measurements. Your taxidermist will be able to get the 
measurements from the skin after tanning. In all 3/4 or 

pedestals mounts the same cuts are made except the first 
one, with this type of mount, the cut  is made just in front of 
back legs and again around the entire animal 

 
 

 
And remember cool before freezing. 
 
Joe Marshall: 
 State and Federal Licensed Taxidermist  
7802 Highland Scenic Road, Baxter, MN 56425  
LIFETIME GUARANTEE      (218)828-1438 
 
http://www.northernwoodstaxidermy.com/
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The Trophy Room 

The hunt was Saturday, January 5, 2013 in Seqouyah Co., 

Oklahoma near Muldrow, Ok. - 2 miles from the 
Arkansas border nestled in the 
Ozark  Mountains.The tall skinny kid is my 
grandson-Chase Skelton age 15 with the red 
hog.  The other boy is Alex Skelton-age 17 with the 
black and the blonde hogs (the older grandson). 

Also pictured are 
the landowner, 
Bob Burlingame 
and Grandpa, 
Sam Munhollon. 
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The Trophy Room 

Anderson "Andy" Cobb OSCSCI member in New Zealand

L.D. doing it all over the land and sea. Ice Fishing on Eagle 
Nest Lake, NM - Goose Hunting at Ft Cobb, OK – Bear 
from Dorintosh SK, Canada and then quickly onto the 
waters there for Pike 
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The “Ladies of OSCSCI” had an event and I am 
not sure if we want to know all of the 
discussions that went on. My wife was in 
attendance and she said they had a blast – 
ladies, paint and wine, I am sure some topics 
are better left there  All I know is there was: 

Painting 

 

Wine 
 

And Beautiful Masterpieces 

EVENTS 

Laughter and Mustaches

Thanks to all of you ladies that showed up to the ladies of Oklahoma Station Chapter of SCI Wine & Pallet event on 
September 12th 2013. This event was hosted at Abuelo’s Mexican restaurant in Oklahoma City-Bricktown district and 
was our first ladies only event of the year. The night consisted of a painting lesson-, which proved to be interesting! 
Overall everyone in attendance had a good time and got to go home with a work of art with a personal touch. All our 
OSC ladies we would like to thank Kris an Megan from Wine & Pallet for making this a terrific night. Don’t forget to 
check our website (oklahomastationsci.org) and Facebook page (Oklahoma Station Safari Club International) 
periodically for updates on future member events – Samantha Jones 
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A service of the Oklahoma Department 
of Wildlife Conservation 
 

E-check hunter check station brings 
convenience to checking in big game  

Beginning this fall, all deer, all elk 
and those turkeys that require checking 
will be reported through the e-check 
system available online at 
wildlifedepartment.com within 24 
hours of leaving the hunt area. The e-
check system is provided by the 
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation as a way to check game 
more conveniently, affordably and 
accurately. And while many hunters 
will check in their deer right from the 
deer woods, some local businesses will 
still provide a service to sportsmen by 
offering internet access for checking 
deer at their locations. 

After a successful hunt, 
Oklahoma big game game hunters 
know how inconvenient and sometimes 
even difficult it can be to get their 
trophy to the nearest hunter check 
station. By the time an animal can be 
recovered, tagged, field-dressed and 

placed in a vehicle for transport, it may 
be late in the morning or well after 
dark, when hunters could be focusing 
on cooling their trophy or settling in 
with a cup of hot coffee around the 
campfire with good friends. Loading 
their deer into a vehicle and having to 
go in search of the nearest open hunter 
check station can be a chore, and now it 
is no longer necessary.  

"Any computer or cell phone with 
internet access can be a check station," 
said Micah Holmes, information 
supervisor for the Wildlife Department. 

Hunters do not have to own a 
computer or have good cellular signal 
to check in a deer. They can visit a local 
business that offers sportsmen access to 
the e-check system, or they can even 
relay the information by phone to a 
friend who does have access to a 
computer within 24 hours of leaving 
the hunt area. When a harvested game 
animal is reported through the e-check 
system, a number is generated on a 
carcass tag that can be printed or 
simply written on a field tag and 
attached to the harvested animal. Page 28



Not only is the online check 
station more convenient for the 
hunters, but it also saves the Wildlife 
Department time and money. Physical 
check stations require a minimum of 
five visits by a biologist or technician 
each year, taking up hours on the road 
and fuel expenses. In previous years, 
Department employees spent over 200 
man-hours editing check station books 
by correcting mistakes and illegible 
handwriting. The instant data provided 
through the e-check system allows 
biologist and game wardens to quickly 
access up-to-date, accurate information.  

Additionally, the e-check system 
makes it easier for Wildlife Department 
game wardens to review online game 
check information in real-time, and 
several cases of violations have been 
made in the last few years. Beginning 
Nov. 1, the penalties for failing to check 
game will increase substantially (up to 
$446 and/or up to 10 days in jail for first 
offenses) as a result of House Bill 1426, 
sponsored by State Rep. Scott R. Biggs, 
R-Chickasha, and Sen. Ron Justice, R-
Chickasha.  

Many hunters have already 
experienced the convenience of e-check. 
The online check system was first 
implemented during the 2009 deer 
season, when over 17,000 hunters 
experienced the ease of the new system. 
That number almost doubled in 2010 
with over 30,000 hunters checking in 
almost 40,000 deer electronically. Last 
year about 60 percent of the 107,848 
deer harvested were reported through 
e-check.  

Those without Internet access can 
still check in their animal by having a 
friend or relative with Internet access 
check in the animal for them and 
provide the confirmation number to be 
used on the field tag. They can also visit 
a public library or any business location 
that offers access to the Department's e-
check system.  

To check in a deer, elk or turkey 
online, log on to 
wildlifedepartment.com. As hunting 
season approaches, a link to the e-check 
system will be provided on the 
homepage.  
 

-30- 
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Clary’s Taxidermy 
13124 LaCresta Dr., Piedmont, OK 73078 

Phone 405-818-8547 
 

17 Ranch Taxidermy 
http://www.17ranchtaxidermy.com 

2651 NW 206th St (aka Covell), Edmond, OK 73012 
Phone (405) 820-1260     Email jdfeinberg@pldi.net 

 
 

Terry’s Taxidermy & Wild Game Processing 
http://www.terrystaxidermy.com 

9201 West Reno Avenue, Oklahoma City, OK 73127 
USDA Approved Facility 

Phone (405) 787-7883     Email Terry@terrystaxidermy.com 
 
 

Hillman's Taxidermy Studio 
343 N 5th St., Yukon, OK 73099 

Phone (405) 354-6151       
 
 

Exclusively Animals by Steve Smith 
11717 S 33rd West Ave, Sapulpa, OK 74066 

Phone (918) 298-3806      
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2013 

Come Join the Fun and Help Us Ensure a Wonderful 
Outdoor Future for our Children! 

HTTP://OKLAHOMASTATIONSCI.ORG 

HTTP://FACEBOOK.COM/OKLAHOMASTATIONSCI 



Come Join In:   http://www.oklahomastationsci.org 
 
 
 

 

 Annual Membership Application 
 

Safari Club International 
  
 
 

Billing:  - Name:                                                                                                    Address:                                                                                                              

City, State:                                                                                           Zip Code: ____________     Preferred Phone: (               )____________________  

Email Address________________________________________ Web Site: ____________________________________________________________ 

Mailing: - if Different -Name:                                                                                Address:                                                                                                            

City, State:                                                                                           Zip Code: ____________     Alternate Phone: (               )_____________________  

Email Address________________________________________ Web Site:____________________________________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________________________________  

Sponsor’s Name: _____________________________ Sponsor’s Member #:__________________________________________________ 
 

 
I support the Safari Club International's and the Oklahoma Station Chapter's goals of conserving wildlife and 
protecting the hunter, and …  
 
     ______ …please enroll me as a Chapter and National Membership for $95.00, including 1 year of Safari 
Times newspaper and bimonthly magazine and The Journal of Safari Big Game Hunting. 
 
  or ______... please enroll me as an Oklahoma Chapter Membership for $30.00 -- SCI Number___________ 
      I understand that chapter membership requires that I be a member in good standing of Safari Club International.   
 
 

OTHER SCI MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS Renewals must be done through Judy (Check One) 
National Annual  ____ $ 65 (USA, Canada, Mexico) ____$    90 (all other countries) 
National Three-year ____$ 150 (USA, Canada, Mexico) ____$   225 (all other countries) 
OKSSCI Life Member (60 +) ____$ 750 (Must be National Lifetime Member)  SCI Life Time Member Number _____________ 
OKSSCI Senior Life Member ____$ 500 (Must be National Lifetime Member)  SCI Life Time Member Number _____________ 
National Life Member  ____$1,500 (USA, Canada, Mexico) ____$2,000 (all other countries) 
National Senior Life (60 Years old +)  ____$1,250 (USA, Canada, Mexico) ____$1,750 (all other countries) 
National Spousal Life  ____$ 750 (USA, Canada, Mexico, all other countries) [no publications] SCI Number __________ 
 
 
PAYMENT OPTIONS:  Make Checks Payable to SCI : We cannot process your credit-card order without the 3-Digit # 
 
Visa____ MC _____ Card Account #: _________________  Expires: ___________________    3 Digit # on Reverse side of card________ 
                                                                                                  (Absolutely necessary) 
Authorized Amount: $_________ Cardholder Signature ___________________________________________________________________  
                   

Please return this form with the appropriate fees to: 
Jody Rork, Membership Chairman 

P.O. Box 890307, Oklahoma City Ok. 73189 
Email oscsci@yahoo.com * Phone 405-703-3381 * Fax 405-735-9537 

Please print clearly and THANK YOU VERY MUCH for your support! 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 1st, 2014 

It is time to get your Annual Banquet Tickets they sell out fast. There are member-
ship and banquet promotions currently going on so now is the best time to come 
help us “Protect the Freedom to Hunt and Promote Wildlife Conservation in the 

State of Oklahoma and Worldwide!” 
 

Oklahoma Station SCI is internationally recognized through awards and statistics 
as one of the TOP SCI Large Chapters. We accomplish many projects yearly with; 
the ODWC, worldwide and local organizations, individuals, and members in sup-

port of our 4 basic tenants.  
 

1. Protect the freedom to hunt for all hunters not just for any specific species 

4. Humanitarian services 

3. Conservation of wildlife to preserve the heritage 
of hunting for future generations 

2. Education of the value of hunting as a viable wildlife 
management tool 

405-735-9537 
http://http://Oklahomastationsci.org 
editor@oklahomastationsci.org 
http://facebook.com/oklahomastationsci 

$95 
    Memberships 

A Few Auction Items: 
 
Kansas Whitetail’s 
 
Wyoming High Mountain 
Elk, Wolf or Deer 
 
Mexico Deep Sea Fishing 
 
Africa 4 Animal for 2  
 
Guns Guns and More 
Guns 
 
Oklahoma Whitetail and 
Hogs 
 
Didi I mention Guns? 

Member events through the year were a blast, we had free 

Official SCI scoring for your trophy, and evening of wine and 

pallets, a day on the long range at 1000 yards and much 

more. Come check us out if your not a member and if you 

are, lets see you at the next event! 

OKSSCI is a very acƟve group and I hate to say you can get a 

real deal when it comes banquet Ɵme, but you can :) Last 

year we had a Marco Polo go at 10% value, WHAT A DEAL! 

 

  $45  
Banquet Tickets 


